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NZ Air ForcehuntsUFOsWELLINGTON,Tuesday(AAP-Reuter).—The

Royal NewZealandAir Forcewas to mount

an
all-night

UFOpatroloverthe
South Island's Kaikouracoast tonight.

An Orion reconnaissance

aircraft

was to lookfor
mysterious

objectssighted
in thearea

recently.

A DefenceDepartment spokesman,

SquadronLeaderGeoffClarke,said
today,

"Wewantto getto the
bottom

of these
sightings".

The
all-nightpatrolof the area

south-east

of CookStraitreplaced
formerplansto waitformore

sightings

andsendup a
Skyhawk

to
investigate.

Orions, whicharealsousedfor
fisheries

surveillance
in New Zealand's

200-milezone,are
equipped

with
electronic

trackingaids.The patrolaircraft

wasto be in
constanttouchwith

air-traffic

controllersin Wellingtonwho

have
recorded

manystrangeblipson
theirradarscreensrecently.Extra
movieand stillcameraswere

installed

today.

An Australian television crew
aboardan Argosyfreighter on a

newspaper

deliveryrun filmedan
unidentified

flyingobjectin the areaon
Sunday.

Thefilmhasbeenshownin
Britain,Americaand

Australia,
and

was beingscreenedin New Zealand

tonight.
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Wellington
radartrackedscoresof

inexplicable objectsin the few hours
beforethe

television
crew aboardthe

Argosyfilmed"a large,white,glowing

ball"on
Sunday morning.

At onetime,

therewere10
separate objectson the

screen,an
air-traffic controller,

Mr
GeoffCauser,said.

The
sightings

haveproduceda wave
of

explanations

fromall overthe world.

Theyrangefromthe planetVenus,

stars,meteorsand
reflected lightsto an

Australiantheorythattheyare natural

phenomenawhichpresagean
earthquake

Mr Causer said,"We havenow
recorded sightings

by sixpilotsof three
Argosyaircraftover10 days,anda
hostof radar

sightings.
Thereis

obviously

some strangephenomenonand
it needsto be

investigated.

"Therewereno
aircraft

in the area
at thetime,buttheradarreturnswere
similar

to thesizegivenby a
(Fokker)

Friendship".
MELBOURNE: A Melbourne

mathematician

who has studiedthe
television

filmsaid
yesterday

that
muchworkstillhadto be doneto

prove

the
existence

of UFOs
generally.

Dr MichaelDeakin,a senior lecturer

at Monash University,

saidthe film
mustbe lookedat in

conjunction

with
radarrecords

fora caseto be
proven.

The biggestproblemwas working

out scalesof the
objects sighted

and
their distancefromthe

aircraft.

The
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objectsrangefromsmalldancinglights

to a
larger,moresteady object.

Dr Deakinsaidthatfora proper

analysis
to be madethe filmwould

haveto be
examinedframeby frame

in
conjunction

with radarreadings

takenin
Wellington

at thetimeof the
sightings.

BRISBANE:Peoplecouldbe
interpreting

natural phenomenain
supernatural

terms when they reportedly

saw UFOs over
south-east Queensland

sinceSunday,a
QueenslandUniversity

tutorin
sociology,

EenaJob,said
yesterday.

She said their
imaginations

could

have been triggeredafterreading
newspaper reportsof

sightings

in other
partsof the world.


